Astoria First United Methodist Church
17th Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2020

ORDER OF WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mary Frances

CENTERING MUSIC
WELCOME

Pastor Michael

CALL TO WORSHIP

Sue Hicks
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let
not my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they
shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; for you I wait all day long.

OPENING PRAYER

Pastor Michael

SCRIPTURE READING

Philippians 2:1-13
Sue Hicks
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests,
but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

Kristin Hammond

UNISON PRAYER FOR CONFESSSION

Sue Hicks
God of patience, your people grow weary. We complain and question. We put you to the test.
Our mouths say yes, but our deeds say no. When we wander off your path, when we fail to follow
through on our good intentions, when we give our attention to trivial things; gently call us back to
you. Empty our hearts of anger and pride. Empty our souls of greed and selfishness. Empty our
minds of envy, doubt, and mistrust. As you poured out your very self through your beloved Son,
pour your Spirit into our hearts today. Forgive us our wrongdoing. Reclaim us with your love.

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Sue Hicks
Friends in Christ, our God is patient, steadfast, and understanding. Christ hears our
cries of repentance. The Lord knows our hearts, inside and out. The One who created
us promises to care for us, even when we turn away. Hear these words of good news,
in the Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Be strong, courageous and walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God, and trusting always in God’s unwavering
mercy, love, and acceptance. AMEN
GOSPEL LESSON
SERMON

Matthew 21:23-32
“Actions Speak Louder than Words”

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER

Pastor Michael
Pastor Michael
Mary Frances
Pastor Michael

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor Michael
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION:

Pastor Michael

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome to our friends from the Warrenton UMC as they join us for worship.
We still need volunteers for liturgist each week. Please call Sue Hicks or Mary Frances
Gunn if you wish to help.
If you want to provide special music – let Mary Frances know.
We now have recordings of the worship services available as a link.

